TWELFTH ORDER OF CITY OF LORENA MAYOR CHUCK ROPER
RELATED TO LOCAL DECLARATION OF DISASTER
DATE ORDER ISSUED: JULY 20,2020
WHEREAS, by virtue of the Governor's Executive Order GA-29 issued Jiuly 2, 2020, facemasks
can help slow the transmission of COVID-l9 and are now required in counties with 20 or more
active cases of COVID-I9;
WHEREAS, Mclennan County has more than 1,503 active cases of COVID-I9; and
WHEREAS, this Order is issued based on evidence of increasing occurrence of COVID-19 within
the City and throughout the Central Texas area, scientific evidence and best practices regarding the
most effective approaches to slow the transmission of communicable diseases generally and
COVID-19 specifically, and evidence that the age, condition, and health of a significant portion of
the population of the City places it at risk for serious health complications, including death, from

COVID-I9; and
WHEREAS, a declaration of local disaster and public health emergency includes the ability to
reduce the possibility of exposure to disease, control the risk, promote health, and compel persons
to undergo additional health measures that prevent or control the spread of disease.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED BY CHUCK ROPER, MAYOR
OF THE CITY OF LORENA, TEXAS, UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF TEXAS
GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 418.108 THAT:

l.

The foregoing recitals are incorporated herein and made findings of fact.

2.

Due to the ongoing nature of this disaster, the City Council consents to continue the Mayor's
Declaration of Local State of Disaster originally issued on March I8,2020, and continuously
maintained in effect since that date, and in hereby further extended by this Twelfth Order (the
t'Order").

3. Face Coverings

Required

Consistent with Executive Order GA-29 issued by Governor Abbott, every person in the City of
Lorena shall wear a face covering over the nose and mouth inside a commercial entity or other
building or space open to the public, or when in an outdoor public space, wherever it is not
feasible to maintain six feet of social distancing from another person not in the same household;
provided, however, that this face-covering requirement does not apply to the following:

a any personyoungerthan 10 years ofage;
6 any person with a medical condition or disability

"

that prevents wearing a face covering;

any person while the person is consuming food or drink, or is seated at a restaurant to eat or
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drink;

d any person while the person is (a) exercising

outdoors or engaging in physical activity
outdoors, and (b) maintaining a safe distance from other people not in the same household;

"
g

any person while the person is driving alone or with passengers who are part of the same

household as the driver;
any person obtaining a service that requires temporary removal of the face covering for

security surveillance, screening, or a need for specific access to the face, such as while
visiting a bank or while obtaining a personal- care service involving the face, but only to
the extent necessary for the temporary removal;

g
h

while the person is in a swimming pool, lake, or similar body of water;
any person who is voting, assisting a voter, serving as a poll watcher, or actively
administering an election, but wearing a face covering is strongly encouraged;

i

any person who is actively providing or obtaining access to religious worship, but wearing a

any person

face covering is strongly encouraged; or

j. any person while the person is giving a speech for a broadcast or to an audience.
Not excepted from this face-covering requirement is any person attending a protest or
demonstration involving more than l0 people and who is not practicing safe social distancing
of six fee from other people not in the same household.
Following a verbal or written warning for a first-time violator of this face-covering
requirement, a person's second violation shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed $250
Each subsequent violation shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed $250 per violation.
Local law enforcement and local officials can and should enforce this Order as directed by the
Governor's Executive Order GA-29, Executive Order GA-28, and other effective executive
orders, as well as local restrictions that are consistent with these executive orders.
But no law enforcement or other official may detain, arrest, or confine in jail any person for a
violation of this executive order or for related non-violent, non-felony offenses that are
predicated on a violation of this executive order; provided, however, that any official with
authority to enforce this Order may act to enforce trespassing laws and remove violators at the
request of a business establishment or other property owner.
This Order hereby prohibits confinement in jail as a penalty for the violation of this facecovering order.

4.

The City retains the authority by law to enforce the Governor's Executive Orders. Except as
otherwise provided in Paragraph 3 of this Twelfth Order relating to violations of this facecovering requirement, violation of the Governor's Orders shall be a Class C misdemeanor and
the penalty for violating this Order shall be a fine of not less than one dollar ($1.00) and no
more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00), and each day a violation exists shall be a separate
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offense. This declaration also hereby authorizes the use of any other lawfully available
enforcement tools.

5. The City of Lorena must promptly provide copies of this Order by posting it on the City of
Lorena website. In addition, the owner, manager, or operator of any facility that is likely to be
impacted by this Order is strongly encouraged to post a copy of this Order onsite and to provide
a copy to any member of the public asking for a copy.

6. All decisions herein are based on medical
7.

advice and direction.

Pursuant to $418.108(b) of the Texas Government Code, the state of disaster, issued with
consent of the City Council gramted this date, shall continue unless continued, renewed, or
rescinded by Mayor Roper or the City Council of the City of Lorena, Texas.

8. This Order is effective immediately.
9. If any subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this Twelfth

Order or any application of
it to any person, structure, gathering, or circumstance is held to be invalid or unconstitutional by
a decision of a court of competent jurisdiction, then such decision will not affect the validity of
the remaining portions or applications of this Twelfh Order.
ORDERED this the 2Oh day of July 2020.

Lorena,

Texas

$^Jv"" tr-- Tq--

ATTEST:

fnwrrr*dlr,,dtu>
Monica Hendrix
City Secretary
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